Guidelines for living in

Sri Mayapur Dhama

Behavior Norms

Every devotee residing in, or visiting, Sri Mayapur Dhama is expected to honor these natural standards of Vaisnava behavior, and of course this would naturally include the four regulative principles: no illicit sex, no intoxication, no meat eating and no gambling. Adults and children alike should be conscious of the image they present. All ISKCON devotees are representing Srila Prabhupada at all times and in all public places.  

IN PUBLIC

Cooperate with authorities and security personnel. Treat local people and visitors respectfully. Always fix the price beforehand when purchasing an item or taking a rickshaw. Do not argue with or swear at anyone.

There should be no congregating or loose mixing of men and women, married or unmarried, including boys and girls, in any public place (juice bars, restaurant, Internet facilities, gardens and parks, Temple courtyard, outside the front gate, etc.). Unmarried male and female devotees should not be riding on the same cycle, motorbike or rickshaw. Non-devotional music should not be heard anywhere throughout the campus or at the Ganges, etc. No loud frivolous behavior.
It is the custom in India that husband and wife do not associate closely in public.

Dress - The dress for both men and women should be clean, modest and in accordance with Vaishnava tradition. (It pleased Srila Prabhupada greatly to see his devotees dressed in Vaikuntha fashion.) When wearing dhoti or sari the area of the navel and below should not be seen. 

For women, chastely worn saris, gopi skirts with appropriately draped dupatta and Punjabi suits are appropriate in public areas. Petticoats or skirts, which look like petticoats, would be seen as underwear in India and thus are not proper attire for public wear. Ladies should keep their hair tied, not loose. Married ladies should wear red bindi.

For men, dhotis, kurtas or long pants are proper attire. No lungis. Western attire should be avoided in the Dhama (i.e. singlets, jeans, shorts, t-shirts with mundane or offensive logos, etc.). 

IN TEMPLE

Avoid unnecessary discussions and frivolity in front of the Deities. The temple room should be reserved for glorification, prayer and service. Vaisnavas should dance tastefully for the pleasure of the Deities. Overly exuberant Bollywood or Western style dancing or any dancing that distracts and draws attention to one’s self, rather than the Deity, should be avoided.

Dress - Preferred dress for the ladies is a sari, with covered head (18 years and older, single or married ), and for men dhoti and kurta/chaddar. Coming before the Lord and the spiritual master we should be dressed to greet them appropriately. Therefore, semi-devotional cloth, recreational or leisure-wear should not be worn. 

AT GANGA

Always pay obeisances before entering and maintain a respectful attitude. Excessive frivolity, especially amongst women and young girls will draw undesirable attention. Ladies, children and especially young girls should not go to the Ganges alone nor should groups of young girls or boys go without adult supervision.  Do not spit, pass urine or wear shoes in the water. Do not use soaps or shampoo in the water.

Dress - Everyone should be modestly covered when bathing. Western swimming attire is not permitted. Avoid light-colored clothing that will become transparent when wet. When changing your clothes do so discreetly, not exposing undergarments.

ATTENTION ALL FOREIGN DEVOTEES!

As most foreign devotees know, the Indian Government’s foreign registration by-laws require that ISKCON management be accountable for all foreigners residing in Mayapur, both within the grounds and in the outlying areas. The MCS therefore asks that specific care be given to maintaining the guidelines set down by the Indian Government, with particular care being given to the points below. The FRO takes these legal matters extremely seriously. If we neglect to follow their rules, it jeopardizes the relationship between ISKCON, the foreign devotees, and the FRO authorities.

1. Those who have obtained a NEW visa (other than tourist) must register at the FRO within 14 days of your arrival in India. For registration purposes, you will need to take with you to the FRO a letter from the MCS that confirms your status in Mayapur. The MCS has a smooth-flowing system of processing these letters, and request that you please allow them ample time (approx. 3 days) to produce your letter, have it signed by management, and return it to you. When you return to Mayapur on an existing visa please inform the MCS office. You MUST report your arrival to the FRO within two weeks of your return. If you neglect to do so, you may be fined, or experience undesirable consequences the next time you seek permission to depart, or apply for an extension. 

2. If you are on a TOURIST VISA and staying as a guest of one of the Mayapur residents (and not residing in an official guest facility or hotel), you are still required to fill out a “C” Form, which can be completed at the MCS Office. If you are a Mayapur resident hosting foreign guests, please be aware of this government regulation and inform your guests upon their arrival.  If someone wishes to stay in Mayapur longer than 4 months, they must apply for residency at the MCS office.
3. For foreign devotees registered with the FRO on Yoga Visas, Student Visas or X Visas, before leaving Mayapur to travel anywhere in India (for longer than two weeks) you must inform the FRO of your change of station and also inform them upon your return.  Please also inform the MCS office of the details of your trip so that a record of all foreign devotees registered with the FRO can be maintained at all times.

Anyone holding a long term visa who intends to depart from India, MUST seek permission from the FRO not MORE than seven days before your departure.  Please remember that there are often public holidays, festival days, and office closures that may effect your timely departure and could result in costly delays to you.

4. ISKCON Mayapur issues invitation letters based on the service or study program a devotee will be engaged in here in Mayapur. As time passes, a devotee may no longer be engaged in the same service or study program they initially came for. If such devotees are not currently engaged in another authorized activity, MCS reserves the right to withdraw that person’s ISKCON sponsorship statement to the government and/or ask that devotee to leave India.

5. If at any time you plan to leave Mayapur for more than a few days and wish to leave your child(ren) in the care of someone else, please inform MCS in the case of some emergency in your absence.

