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“To wander through the nine islands of 
Sri Navadwipa-dhama is the essence of all 

opulence, the essence of all religious principles, 
the essence of all bhajana, the essence of all 
perfections, the essence of all glories and the 
essence of all kinds of oceans of sweetness”
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The Lord’s Grand Chariots
One of the major festivals in Sri Mayapur’s 

busy calendar is surely Jagannath Ratha Yatra 
- A “Festival of the Heart”. The Lord of the 
Universe comes out of His temple to give His 
audience to one and all.

The pouring rain didn’t prove to be a 
threat to the enthusiasm of Lord Jagannath’s 
devotees. Around noon, the day showed signs 
that it may be a rainy, rainy Festival. Undeterred, 
the devotees made 
their way to Rajapur 
to glorify and celebrate 
their Lord’s Festival. 
Remarkably, it didn’t rain for the rest of the 
procession. There was only a “shower of 
blessings” at the very end, as we entered Sri 
Mayapur CandrodayaMandir Campus, but 
this was welcomed and thoroughly enjoyed 
by the devotees. 

At the Jagannath Mandir at Rajapur, 
The Deities of Lord Jagannath, Baladev and 
Subhadra Maharani were carefully placed 
on Their respective chariots, accompanied 
by loud kirtan by the PandavaSena Youth 
Group and Mayapur’s best kirtaniyas. As 
Lord Jagannath is moved several devotees 

beat metal gongs in unison. The effect is hair-
raising and ear-splitting!

The procession was headed by a 
variety of floats on which various scenes 
from the Vaisnava scriptures were depicted 
by performing artists. They showed great 
determination to maintain their poses for 
the entire duration of the procession! Amidst 
the floats were dancers from various groups, 

including a group of 
dancing girls who 
performed a dance with 
sticks as they twirled 

around “Radha” and “Krsna”. A group of 
drummers lead a marching band as they all 
played on little bamboo flutes. Mayapur’s two 
residents elephants also joined the Festival 
parade and as always drew the attention of 
the locals. A bullock-cart ferried a group of 
devotees along the route. The combination of 
all these floats, dancers, vibrant kirtan as well 
as the devotees dressed in their bright and 
colourful Festival dress made the procession 
an exhilarating experience to tantalize the 
senses!

The West Bengal Police and ISKCON 

security’s management of the crowds must be 
commended, as they controlled the procession 
with great efficiency.

At regular intervals, Lord Jagannath 
was offered a full arati by the pujaris. Wafts 
of incense-smoke rose slowly into the cool 
Mayapur air as onlookers watched the 
worship with rapt attention. Devotees also 
came forward with abundant offerings of 
bhoga. Jackfruit, mango, litchi, sandesh and 
sweet-rice seemed to flow in an endless stream 
to be offered at Jagannath’s lotus feet. Then 
the maha-prasadam was distributed amongst 
the very happy, dancing devotees. What was 
most inspiring to see was that everybody who 
joined the procession, be he devotee or not, 
received Lord Jagannath’s mercy in some way 
or another…

The dancing of the devotees in this year’s 
Festival was especially attractive to the eye 
and pleasing to the heart. Simply by watching 
them, anybody would be inspired to join 
in and dance. The dancing wasn’t stiff and 
rigid, but rather carefree and spontaneous. 
Devotees danced without inhibition. This 
was their offering for the pleasure of their 
Lord Jagannath…The separation the devotees 
had felt whilst Lord Jagannath was recovering 
from His cold after Snana-yatra was tangible, 
as expressed in their happily dancing and 
chanting before His chariot. The Lord of their 
heart was again visible to their eyes! 

As the chariots moved slowly along 
Bhakti SiddhantaMarga, onlookers, who 
gazed upon Lord Jagannath’s lotus face were 
handed maha-prasadam by smiling devotees. 

“The Lord of their heart was 
again visible to their eyes!”

Local children eagerly watch Lord Jagannath

Lord Jagannatha

Continued on page 2

Mayapur Meditations
Just to breathe the very air of Sri Mayapur is a 

privilege. Any person with a little discrimination 
who visits this holiest of holy places – be he a 
devotee or not - will tangibly perceive that Sri 
Mayapur is like no other place on Earth. The 
Dham is alive. It responds by revealing itself 
more and more as we enter more and more into 
an attitude of service to all those who visit, serve 
or reside here.

During our Bhakti Sastri Courses conducted 
by the Mayapur Institute, we teachers ask the 
students one question, which serves as an 
“icebreaker”: “What do you like most about Sri 
Dham Mayapur?” Inadvertently, there will be 
one or two repetitions, but generally there is 
such an astonishing variety of responses to this 
question. This further highlights the glory of Sri 
Mayapur, whose glory is unlimited.

A four-hour trip on “that” road from Kolkata is a small price to pay,
For the opportunity to experience the wonders of Sri Mayapur even for a day.
“Who am I?” The eternal question is finally answered in full,
By the campus-preaching, seminars and Sastric Schools.
“What is this place?!”,we murmur as we wander around,
There’s excitement and adventure in every sight, taste and sound.
Islands nine in number,
Guided tours awaken us from our perpetual slumber.
Oh! The perfection of these eyes!
To glimpse upon these Worshipable Lordships of gargantuan size.   
A devotional offering in complete glorification,
Mayapur’sbhajan, kirtan and harinamis the means to spiritual emancipation.
For me the most amazing fact about Sri Mayapur remains by far:
No one is unqualified, whatever your motive or desire, Mahaprabhu accepts you as you are.
And even if you fail to perform even a single devotional anga,
You can always immerse yourself in the motherly embrace of Ganga!

by Chaitanya Charan Das

by Chaitanya Charan Das
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11.7.2012 - Wednesday
Sri Lokanatha Gosvami’s Disappearance

12.7.2012 - Thursday
The incorporation of ISKCON

15.7.2012 - Sunday
Fasting for Kamika Ekadasi

16.7.2012 - Monday
Dvadasi Break fast 05:00 - 06:02

23.7.2012 - Monday
Raghunandan Thakura’s Disappearance
Sri Vamsidasa Babaji’s Disappearance

29.7.2012 - Sunday
Fasting for Pavitropana Ekadasi
Radha Govinda Jhulana Yatra begins

30.7.2012 - Monday
Dvadasi Break fast 05:06 - 09:31
Srila Rupa Gosvami’s Disappearance
Sri Gauridasa Pandita’s Disappearance

2.8.2012 - Thursday
Jhulana Yatra ends
Lord Balarama’s Appearance
 (Fasting till noon)
Second month of Caturmasya begins.
 (Fast from yogurt for one month.)

10.8.2012 - Friday
Appearance day of Lord Sri Krsna
 (Fasting till midnight)

11.8.2012 - Saturday
 Nandotsava
 Srila Prabhupada’s Appearance
 (Fasting till noon)

Events

påthak satreëa vä mahyaà
parva-yäträ-mahotsavän
kärayed géta-nåtyädyair
mahäräja-vibhütibhiù

Either alone or in public gatherings, with singing, 
dancing and other exhibitions of royal opulence, 
one should arrange to celebrate those holy days, 
ceremonies and festivals set aside specially for My 
worship. - SB 11.29.11

At various intervals there were water and juice-stands were friendly 
devotees distributed much-appreciated thirst-quenchers. 

Many people also got the opportunity to touch the rope of the 
chariots, and a fortunate number also got to pull the ropes. Fortunate 
souls indeed… Why? The pulling of the chariots is not simply a 
procession from Rajapur to Mayapur CandrodayaMandir, but there 
is a deeper meaning behind it… The Jagannath Ratha Yatra Festival 
has its roots in Jagannath Puri. There, the three chariots carrying 
Jagannath, Baladev and Subhadra are pulled from Jagannath Mandir 
to the GundicaMandir. This Jagannath Ratha Yatra Festival is a re-
enactment of the first Ratha Yatra. This took place 5000 years ago, 
when the residents of Vrndavan pulled Jagannath, Baladev and 
Subhabra-devi from Kuruksetra to Vrndavana.

Srila Prabhupada writes in the purport of Caitanya Caritamrta, 
Madhya 1.56: “Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu has taught everyone that one 
should not be overly anxious to see the Lord, but should rather feel 
separation from Him in ecstasy. It is actually better to feel separation 
from Him than to desire to see Him face to face. When the gopés of 
Våndävana, the residents of Gokula, met Kåñëa at Kurukñetra during 
the solar eclipse, they wanted to take Kåñëa back to Våndävana. 
ÇréKåñëa Caitanya Mahäprabhu also felt the same ecstasy as soon 
as He saw Jagannätha in the temple or on the Ratha-yäträ car. The 

gopés of Våndävana did not like the opulence of Dvärakä. They wanted 
to take Kåñëa to the village of Våndävana and enjoy His company in the 
groves. This desire was also felt by Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu, and He 
danced in ecstasy before the Ratha-yäträ festival when Lord Jagannätha 
went to Guëòicä.”

Showers of blessings in the form of soft rain fell down as the procession 
reached ISKCON Mayapur Campus. Many, many people lined the street to 
catch a glimpse of the Lordships. As the procession entered the ISKCON 
Campus, the kirtan seemed to grow and grow. Words fail to do justice… 
The Deities were then taken to the Mandir and placed on Their altar inside. 
This was the GundicaMandir, where Lord Jagannath would now stay for 
another week. During this time, huge raja-bhoga offerings are made to 
Lord Jagannath daily, comprising 56 preparations! Every evening there is 
the sweet singing of the Jagannathastakam, during which time devotees 
get a chance to offer a lamp to Their Lordships. Some light prasadam is 
served afterwards. 

It is under the guidance of His Divine Grace Srila A.C. Bhaktivendanta 
Swami Prabhupada that the glorious Jagannath Ratha Yatra Festival - the 
“Festival of the Heart” - has been introduced to the West.

By His blessings, Ratha Yatra Festivals are held in almost every major 
city in the world, giving people of all walks of life a chance to glimpse the 
lotus-like face of the Lord of the Universe. Jaya Jagannath! 

The Lord’s Grand Chariots Continued from Page 1

Jagannath Snana Yatra
On the eve of this most blessed event, 

an official opening ceremony of Sriman 
Jayananda Thakur’s Smrti Samadhi was held 
at Sri Rajapur. The inclusion of this ceremony 
was very apt,taking into consideration 
Jayananda Prabhu’s unparalleled service in 
helping Srila Prabhupada to establish Lord 
Jagannath’s Ratha Yatra Festival in the West 
during the pioneering days of ISKCON. 
This ceremony was followed by an elaborate 
adhivasa ceremony for the Jagannath 
Snana Yatra Festival. Many auspicious 
items were offered for the pleasure of Lord 
Jagannath to invoke auspiciousness for the 
next day’s festival. The adhivasa ceremony 
was followed by an excellent presentation 
of devotional dance by the Odissi Dance 
Troupe. These young and talented dancers 
performed their routines for the pleasure 
of Lord Jagannath and they kept the large 
crowd enraptured with their intricate dance 
movements. 

From the very crack of dawn an 
excitement permeated the whole atmosphere 
of Sri Mayapur! As early as 4am, young 
boys could be seen carrying clay pots. Their 
intention was to fill these pots with Ganga-
jal which would later be used to bathe Lord 
Jagannath. At 7am a nagar sankirtan kirtan-
team made their way in a jubilant procession 
to the Jagannath Mandir in Rajapur. Many 
people followed them on foot. Others made 
their way to the Festival by rickshaw, bus, 
bicycle, motor-cycle or car. Most of the 
pilgrims carried some sort of offering for 
their Lord. Milk, fruit-juices, coconut-water 
and Ganga-jal were carried in small clay jars 
for the bathing of the Lord. At the temple, 
a huge pandal was set up to accommodate 

the hundreds of pilgrims eager to bathe Lord 
Jagannath. Lord Jagannath is so merciful 
because He leaves His temple to give everyone 
and anyone His wonderful darshan during 
His Ratha Yatra Festival. During Snana Yatra 
though, Lord Jagannath is even more merciful 
because He allows anyone and everyone the 
opportunity to render personal devotional 
service to Him. (Usually it is only a selected 
few – the pujaris– who get to bathe the Lord.) 
On the occasion of Jagannath Snana Yatra 
the invitation is extended to all and sundry: 
“Come! Take your golden opportunity and 
bathe The Lord of the Universe! Be you a rich 
or poor man, devotee or not, old or young, 
man, woman or child, or somebody from a 
Muslim birth. Please come and bathe the 
Lord!”

And they came… In their thousands 
they came! It made the Festival so joyous and 
blissful. The abhishek went on until about 
noon. Around this time, the pujaris began 
handing out maha-prasadam fruit from the 

altar. Devotees emerged from the pandal with 
their hands full of mango, litchi and various 
delicious fruit, wearing a smile almost as big 
as Lord Jagannath’s! 

Lord Jagannath, Baladev and Subhadra 
Maharani were then carried back into Their 
temple to dress in Their “surprise” outfits.

Arrangements were then made to feed 
the hundreds of pilgrims with hot kitcheri, 
subji, fries, mango and nectarean sweet-rice. 
After that feast, devotees congregated in the 
temple-room to get a glimpse of Jagannath 
in His Ganesh-vesa outfit. It was indeed a 
spectacular darshan! Heart-melting kirtan 
added even more sweetness to the occasion. 
Devotees wept openly as they gazed upon 
their Lord, and He gazed back. It was a bitter-
sweet moment, because it would be the last 
time devotees would get Jagannath’s darshan 
for more than two weeks! Traditionally, after 
every Snana Yatra, Lord Jagannath gets a cold, 
and needs to recover before giving His next 
darshan: Jagannath Ratha Yatra!

Jagannath Snana

Lord Jagannath pulled by his loving devotees

by Chaitanya Charan Das



Recently, a team of concerned visionaries 
under the name of Indo-Tibetian Border Police 
(ITBP) visited Sri Mayapur. Their mission is 
to create an awareness of the current pollution 
of the River Ganges. The team-leader, Mr. 
Misra, made a presentation of their campaign 
to the Mayapur community on 13 June 2012. 
The major causes of pollution are:

•	 Effluent from chemical factories.
•	 Ashes and half-burnt corpses from 

cremations
•	 Raw sewage from rural communities.
•	 Flowers, garlands and paraphernalia 

from different Maths and temples.

Their stop in Mayapur is part of a great 
expedition during which they are journeying 
from the source of Ganga at Gomukh in the 
Himalayas to Ganga Sagar. At each of their 
many stops on their trek, they have collected 
water and soil samples for detailed analysis. 
The results of their testing will be handed 
as a report to the Government of India. The 
organizers hope that their findings will prompt 
some sort of action-plan to be developed by 
government authorities, so that Ganga may 
again flow clean and green.  

Clean and Green

Test your knowledge of Lord Jagannath!
1. What does the name “Jagannath” mean?
2. What special type of outfit did Lord Jagannath wear after Snana Yatra?
3. What happens to Lord Jagannath so that He must stay behind closed curtains 

for two weeks?
4. Is anybody allowed to bathe Lord Jagannath on Snana Yatra?
5. On which of the nine islands is Lord Jagannath’sMandir in Rajapur?

Kindly submit your answers to these easy questions, along with your name and 
birthday to sanga.mayapur@gmail.com and we will post your name in the next 
newsletter. 

Answers to last editions word search:

 Talk   Stomach
 Anger  Birth
 Mind  Oldage
 Genitals  Disease
 Tongue  Death

Childrens Club

“If you have no head and no arm, then how 
it is? What kind of body it is? So therefore, 
in the social order of the present day, there 
is no brahmana, no ksatriya. Only there are 
some few vaisyas and sudras. So therefore 
there is chaos all over the world. So this 
Krishna consciousness movement is meant 
for creating some real brahmana. At least, 
there may be head. They are all mad after 
the influence of the material energy. So 
there is need of some brahmana who can 
give advice to the people how to live, how 
to become God conscious, how to become 
happy. There is great need of this movement. 
Simply so-called classless society will not 
help us. That is not Vedic civilization.”

Lecture on Bhagavad Gita 2.2-6
 Ahmedabad, December 11, 1972

Srila Prabhupada Speaks
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Why I don’t have
two wings to fly?

Why I don’t have
enough tears to cry?

To the source of sound
high above the sky?

Making an ocean to
swim it across by?

“Oh Lord! Oh Lord!”
calling You! Why?

I was fool, left You,
this world to try?

Again & again I ate
the fruit too dry!

No taste, but still don’t
long for the side of Thy! 

Bhaktin Maral Alim

Why? Why? Why? I do not understand 
why to preach? I see people, they seem to be 
happy with smiling faces. When I request 
them to chant the Holy Names they say that 
no time, no need…

With these questions I started to disturb 
senior Devotees. They used to say to me that 
Lord Gouranga wants it, Srila Prabhupada 
wants it. Because of that we preach.

Why give people Krishna Consciousness? 
I see that they are really enjoying life even 
without it.

I lived in the hostel with 6 girls in one 
room, and with more than 400 in the whole 
hostel building. They used to wake up at 8 
AM, stand in the line for the bathroom, wash 
their faces, teeth, change their clothes into 
University uniform. While doing all those 
things, they used to drink a cup of coffee 
along with 3-4 cookies. 

From 8:30 till 13:00 they were in classes. 
In the lunch time, go to the canteen again 
buy some biscuits, chocolates, tea for their 
lunch. From 14:00 till late evenings again 
classes. After school coming to the room they 
used to jump to their beds and take a nap for 
minimum 50 minutes. 

It seems the late evenings only would 
give them some pleasure. Girls all jointly ate 
at the canteen for their dinner which consisted 
of wheat noodles. After coming to the room 
they bring out all their food stuffs which they 
brought from their homes: cookies, candies, 
breads, butter, some more non vegetarian 
foods, turn on the computer for movies and 
sit together for hours and hours.

Consuming food, watching movies, 

sometimes discussing the movie. This part of 
their daily sadhana used to last for 2-3 hours. 
After that they used to  laying on their beds 
to start their homework. By nature’s call they 
would fell asleep on the books. In the morning, 
at 8:00, again the same “song”.

 Witnessing this type of life style I used to 
ask them if they are happy. They would say to 
me, 100%! If they are happy for sure with this 
life, then why do we force them to chant the 
Holy Names?

Again and again please, tell me why? If 
I do not see the reason, then why should I say 
them to “Chant”?

One day, while doing my service in the 
Altar room I really became upset to myself and 
really needed the true answer to my question. 
Senior Devotee also started to answer with 
eagerness and strictness. 

Please, you always inspire us to preach, 
but why? People seem happy without the Holy 
Names. Plus Krishna is All Mighty! Why He 
Himself does not change peoples’ hearts and 
make them His devotees???

Loudly, and with a serious voice he told:
Because there is one thing Krishna cannot 

do! ...glorify Himself.
When he told this, silence filled the air. His 

face became red, eyes started to become wet. 
With his hand he touched his head as though 
confused and embarrassed.

My heart jerked. Oh, dear Krishna! Yes, 
You are All Mighty, but also very Modest! You 
are the supreme Personality with 64 jewel-like 
qualities!

I will, I will, I will glorify you!

Why Preach?
by Bhaktin Maral Alimby Chaitanya Charan Das

How Far I am!!!
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Snana Yatra Ratha Yatra

Gauranga - Simantini InstallationSnana Yatra - Hati Vesha

Nrisimha Chaturdasi

Chandan Yatra 

Ganga Puja Sudarshana Homa

Ganga Puja Gadadhara Pandit’s Appearance

Mayapur
Sankirtan
OFFERING TO SRILA PRABHUPADA         

During the months of
February, March, April, and May 2012

Sri Mayapur Chandrodaya Mandir 
has reported distributing the following

number of books: 

40,971 Maha-big books
5,774 Big books
9,716 Medium books

91,412 Small books
421 Full sets

92,000 Magazines
239,873 Total literatures

A combined total of 123 temples reported 
distributing the following number of books: 

                                     
278,275 Maha-big books
104,054 Big books
143,037 Medium books
604,277 Small books
223,064 Magazines
11,921 BTG subscriptions
1,901 Full sets

1,424,224 Total literatures

1,819,349 literatures year-to-date            
489,203,041 literatures worldwide since 1965

All glories to the san-kirtan devotees!
All glories to Srila Prabhupada!               

“This is the sum and substance of Lord 
Caitanya’s saìkértana movement. There 

is no distinction made between those who 
are fit and those who are not fit to hear 

or take part in the saìkértana movement. 
It should therefore be preached without 
discrimination. The only purpose of the 
preachers of the saìkértana movement 

must be to go on preaching without 
restriction. That is the way in which Çré 
Caitanya Mahäprabhu introduced this 
saìkértana movement to the world.”

Cc. Ädi 9.29

Festivals at a Glance


